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Ninety-nine Others Injured  in
the Maine Disaster.

e —

TWOGREATEXPLOSIONS

— e

In Undetermined Mass Was Seen
to Shoot High Into the Air.

A BOARD OF INQUIRY ORDERED.

soeretary Long and Naval Experfs Bolleve
the Explosion Was Accidental.

put the Cawse of the Blsaster Han Not Yes
Been Ancorinined—A Theory That Spania-
prous Combustion from a Ceal Hamkes
Communicated (o n Magarine, Based Upon n
Thrilling Rpericnce of (he Cinoln natl—-Maoy
Sugiestians of Treachery in Spanish Waters
put No Facta Vet Learmed te Sustain
Them—Spaln Nonds Mor Condolomore and
Iastrucis Mavana OMSicials te Give Al
Pesslble Ala—The Adminisirstion Besires
the People to Bospond Judgment Unill
the Fmols Ard Ascertained—Nothiag Sald
Absut the Catastirephe on the Fleer of Con-
gross—The List of the Mea Who Were Saved.

Havaxa, Fob, 16,4 P. M.—Witneeses of the
ssplosion thet destroyed the Maino say]that
st the moment of concussion a vast mass was
pen to rise (o & great helght. In the sudden
sad blindieg light no one seems to have been
shla to discern the nature of this mass or
whether [t rose from beside the battleship or in-
wlde It,

Up to this time there are reported 251 killed
and alnety-nine wonnded. Immediately after
the report small boats hurrying (o the spot from
ull pfdes picked up twenty-clght wounded men
struggling ia the water. Of these, six were on
tbe point of succumbing when pulled in, They
weore taken on board the City of Washington
sud cared for. Gustave G. Dresaler of the
ooy was completely and permanently blinded.
Andrew V, Eric — And and —
Thompson arg wounded badly, Not one of
thawpupded fn the military bospital hasdied
“wp tethis bour, but the condition of several is
precariong. The Mascotte will take to-day to
Key West some of the Injured who aro in condi-
Lo to bo moved. American vessols are ox-
peciod at any moment to arrive for the purpose
ol rendering nny assistunce possible.

From the nnture of tho disaster and the testi-
wony of the survivors it appears that the lne of
greatest foree of 1ho explosion was s little for-
ward of aruldslips. It I8 there that the worst
damagowas done. The chief officers wero either
well ft or mshore, ‘Thus they escaped umhurt,
The seamen and marines by their position
were forced to bear the brunt of the dis-
mler, and  the frightful mortality was
almost wholly contined to them. One of the
Junlor officers should have been on duty on the
forwird dgck, and it moy have beenthus that
Lieut, Jenkivn, whao ls missing, lost his life. Tt
lealso probable thnt Bngineer Merritt, another
Wissing man, wos below on duty and went down
with the ship. Ldeutenant-Commander Richard
Walnwright, who wns at first reported loat, Ia
e,

Five ol tho crew immediataly after the explo-
slon ran o the waln ammunitivn storage soam
with the idea that they might save that from
€xpioslan, Nono of them han since been board
of Itisnlmost certain thut they went to the
Wotlum, resdy at thelr posts for duty.

Havaxa, Feb, 10—1 1, M.—Burvivors Includo
Capt, Sigabee, Licur4: nder Wainwright,
Licat. Holman, Licut. Mood, Lieut. Blandin,
Clinf Engineer Howell, Surgeon Honerberger,
Paymaster Iyan, Liout, Catliu, Passed Assls-
Want Englnger Bowers., Chaplain Chidwick, Ca-
dets Holdea, Bronsun, nnd Hoyde, Asalstant
Enzineer Crenshaw, Engineer Washington,
Guoner Hill, Hostswain Larbin, Carpenter
HE_':‘;I:';L:‘I{’ (iiurls Nicholas Careth. :

City ur {"‘“fm:“l:::: on board the Ward llner
. and  refuses to spenk
With Auybody, When the roar of the ex-

Poslon snnounced 1o
the people of Havann
et the  Maiye paob

wis  blown up the elty
.:\lnlun Were al once ordered o tho ship,
LIt wan found that |y was fmpossible for

Sheth ta render any wesistancs there, Twonty-
lul: of the woundvl wore transforred to the
.:::"'ND Clly of Washington, where they
b ll'"'rmrl}' AMlended 1o, Many of the Havana
¥ h. clanw voluntoured thelr serylees,

Thirty-tive uilior wouudeld sallors received
ll!dlul'nll.vmlnu-_ et the Military Hospital,
‘“l“ Spandah ihoory of e eutisn of the acel-

b s st w boiler oxjladed. 'The Malne sank
alittle ayer W hogr,

Many Lowbontn and o

thor veswels were busy
:':t:ll_lft Irying 1o render all possible nsalst-
v l,.|.| ;un fennded were tukon 1o the hospital
A :' fetoen. A lurge number of Losts are
ik Arvhing for the Lodies of the misslng
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;::mdmnn: Whivh followed the vxplosion
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Wenbip, it ts thought, will be o

total losn, Capt, Sigabee himsalf acknowledged Minister Woodford in behalf of the Minlater of

a8 much., Direetly after the axplosion she teok
firo and burned so flereoly thas it waw only by

exeorcising great hasto that the survivora were |

able to escapo from tho ship,

Although there was groat contusion on the |

ship wftor the explosion, still perfect discipline
was maintained, All reports agree on this point
Capt. Higabeo himeclf was largely respousible
for thia state of afairs,

It was botwoen B:ds and 10 o'clock last night
that the explosion ocourred. Capl. Sigabeo
was below at the time, but with tho repors of
tho oxplosion he rushed up on deck in his
ahirt sloovea

Thus attired he gave his ordera. Efforis were
at fOrst made to save the veasel, but when Cant.
Bigsbea realized the extent of the damage done
and that many casunlties had ocourred ha bent

all his enctgles to nssuring the aanfety of his !

men. The report was heard In the city, and
erowds lmmediately flocked to the harbor frony.
Flames at that time were bursting from tha
battleship, The ereatest exoitement prevalled
among those on shore,

The commander of the Spanish ship Alfonso
XIL immodiately had boats lowered and sant to
the asaistance of the Malne., Thess boats pioked
up several sallors of the Maine who were
awimming. They also rescued saveral of the
wounded,

Consul-General Lee enrly this morning was in
conferance with Gen. Blanco at tho palaoce,

THE SURVIVORS GU T0 KEY WEST

They Were Taken There YVestoerday Aftormoen
by the Dlivette,

TAvANA. Feb, 16—7 P. M.—The steamer Oli-
vette loft port at 3 P, M, for Koy Wost with
all the survivors of the Maine disaster who
could be removed, Eight offcers, twenty-slx
seriously Injured men, and two marinea were
left behind,

Capt, Sigsbee dld not leave his sinking ship
till avery man had been taken off, ana he ro-
malned in & boat in the nelghborhood as long as
thore was any hopo of saving any of the men
who were In the waler, He says he has not
the slightest ldea what caused the secident.
Ho was thrown from bhis bed by the ex-
ploslon and his head was slightly bruised, but
othorwise he recelved no Injury. The fret thing
he did was to go on deck and order the flooding
of the large quantity of gun cotten on board.
The order was promptly carried out, and it Is
certaln that no damege was done by this
explosive,

Lisntenant-Commander Walnwright was also
in his room whoen the explosion occurred. He
spoaks in the highest terms of the coolness
with which Sigsbea and the other officdre
faced the terrible | No
had two or three of the officers appeared
on deck than an ordor was given to lower
the boats. Four of them wore immediately low-
ared and threa were filled with men, but tho
fourth boat was swamped before it could be
utiiged. When the exnplosion occnrred Liaut,
Blandin had charge of the deck.

It is sald shat the mon who carried out the
order to flood the gun cotton failed to return,
and the brave men undoubtadly lost their lives
in tho performance of their bazardous duty.

Boveral of the officers were down below to-
gether when the explosion occurred, and they
thought at onoce that the ship was doomed. By
tho time they reachod the deck they saw at
onoe that the Maine was sinking.

A large part of Lthe crew were in their quartars,
angd they were not able to get aut, but went
down with the ship, which sank bow first about
2,000 feel from Fort Alarea.

Cant. Sigabes, in all his cammaents to-day, haa
been very careful not to nccuse any one of caus
inyg the explosion. All he will say is that s care-
ful Investigation will ba made, and it will prob-
ably determine whether Interlor or exterior
causes produced the disaster.

The lighthouse tender Mangrove and the rav-
gnue cutter Fern entered Havana barbor at 3
o'clock this afternoon.

SIGABEE REMAINS IN HAVANA.

The Havansn Muapicipallly Besires to Pay All
Puneral Expenpes.

HAvANA, Fob, 16.—Dr. Dudley hne just left for

Key West on board the Olivolte, ace ying

Marine nnd the Cabinel.”

The Ueovernmont has (elegraphed to (he
suthoritien in Cuba to do everyihing posaible to
rellave tho distross of the wounded nnd to give
tho Maing's officers and man evoryihing they

| roguire

Primp Minister Sagania went to the palnce
and informed the Quecn Hegent of Lhe catastro-
phe ap soon an tho nows was recslvod. Ministor
Woodford firet learnoed of It from the Admiral
who visited him to express tho symparhy of the
Miniatry.

EXPRESSIONS OF SYMPATHY,

OMmcial Talls at Our REmb in Fand
Widsapread Feollng of Regral,
Special Cable Deaputoh to Tus Sux

LoxpoN, Feb, 16.—The naval atiachds of the
German and other smbasslea amd legations
called at the Amerioan Embasay this nfternoon
and tendered expresalons of aympathy and re-
gret to Secretary White, who s In charge of the
Embassy In the ab of Amb dor Hay.

The disaster to the Maine was the absorbing
toplo ad Lord Sallsbury's weokly reception,
which wan hold at tho Forelgn Ofiice to-day.

The pewa of the blowing up of the warship
was wired to Ambassador Hay, who is making a
trip up the Nile, from which region a message
was recolvod from him s short Lime sgo suying
that be and his party were woll,

There are widespread feelinga of regret and
axpressions of diol in London at the de-
struotion of the United States warship Maine,
The Hritish Admiralty cabled a moessage of
sympathy direct to Washiogton, and the Hus

‘| slan and Ttalisn naval attnchdés Lera called at

tho American Embasay to-day Lo expross regrot
at the voeurrence.

At the mnass meoting of Irishmen held
here to-day to honor the memory and deeds of
the mon of ‘0N, which was attendod by John
Dillon. T. P, 0'Connor and many olher leading
Irish Nutionalisia, this resolution was adopted:

A large representative meoting of Irish Na-
tlooalists assembled in 8t Jamoes's Hall, Lon-
don, has heard with-the deopest grief of tho dis-
nstor that has befallen the United States war-
ship Maino, and bogs tho Presldent to convey
to the American nation its deep and sincere
sympathy. The sorrow of the Americans will
appeal always to Irish hearts.”

WHAT CAUSED THERE EXPLOSIONT

Commaents of Hiram Maxim aud (hors on the
Origin of the Biaaster.
Smecial Cable Despatehes to Tum Sus.

Loxpox, Feb, 18,—In an interview to-day ns

to the probable cause of the disaster which befell
the Maine, Mr. Hiram Maxim, the well-known
inventor and authority on explosives, said that
if a torpedo vxploded close under the vessel it
would have heen liable to fgnite the inflam-
mable mnalerial inslde the ship ar dischnrge the
explogives in the magazine. Some high explo-
sives used on warships, bhe sdded. may bo ox-
ploded by the detonation of similar subtances
at o considerahle distunce.
_ Sometimes nitro-glycerine exudes from smoke-
less powders and forms pools loside thel car-
tridge cmses and wagaziues. Such a thing
might bave bappened c¢n the Muine. Mr.
Maxlm declared that he did not belleve that
the disaster could be ascribod to cleaning tor-
pedoos, Atany rate, the character of the hole
in the hull of the skip would show whether the
oxplosion had ocourred inside or outside.

Hir Willlam Henry White, Director of Naval
Constructlion and Assistant Controllor of the
Royal Navy, was also interviewedjon the sub-
Ject. He sald that so far as a judgment could
bé-based. on the reports reccived, he was de-
cidedly of the opinion that the explosion had
ocourred Inside the Malne,

Tho idea of treachery in tho blowing up
of the Maine bas already Dbeen mooted
in the London afternoon papers. Tho S,
Jamea's Guzette, aftor suggesting the obvi-
ous poasibility of accidents to the vossel's boller
or magnzino, demonstrates that this theory Ia
not supported by the detniis ns they are now
known, and says: “Another possibility really
ocours, (that the disaster was produced by an
sgency onteide of the Malno—a torpedo acei-
dentally or otherwise evploded. This again
naturally suggests an outrago vorpoetrated by

the wounded of the Maine. The first officer, the
chaplain, the firat engineer, the paymusater, the
surgeon of the Malne, and two naval cadets ro-
mnin in Havana with Capt, Sigsbee.

The cause of tho disaster s, up to this time, s
dark mystery, bocause all who could have
thrown some light on the affair have perished,
1f tho explosion bad happened an bour later nat
s single person would have romalined alive,

The exact number of killed {s 2561, There were
on the warship 354 persons,

Peggle, o pet dog of Capt. Bigsbee, was
saved, Ligut, J. J. Blandin, who Is a sur
vivor of the Samon catastrophe, also escaped.

Liout. J. Hood, who waos on board Lthe Kear-
garge when ahe was Jost, was saved,

All the oMeers and eallors who are now alive
greatly extol the conduct of the Commandor
and sailora of the Epanish warship Alfonso
XIL., who from the very first gave
all the help they could to the crew
of the Maine and placed & special guard all
night around the sunken battleship to rescue
the bodies of the American sallors.

The Alfonpo XI1I and the Spanish gunboat
Legaspl have placed thoir flugs at balf mast,

The Autonomist Cabinet hold & special council
to-day, prosided aver by Gen, Blanco, in which
it was resolved that the Presldent of the Cabi-

Bpanlsh conspirators or Cuban [nsurgents,”

Tho Globe says: “ It ia Impossible to refrain
from the susplecion Lhat the explosion may buve
boen eaused by foul means, such as an infernal
mwachine placed 1o the vessel's coal, That the
terrible event should have occurred in the har-
bor of Havana renders a solution of tho mys-
tery of lnternntional luportutnce,

Maviip, Feb. 16.—The Muparcial’'s Huvana
correspondent suys: A paloful scnsation has
beon caused here by the discovery that several
Amerionn newspsper currespoudents are tele-
graphing that tho exvloslon on the Maine was
caused by & torpedo or dynamite Inferoul ma-
cline} that was waliclously placed agulnst her
bows.

“It |8 feared that thls Infamous wllegation
may be amplified in the despatches sent by
gteamers to Koy West and thence wlegrapbed
to the newspavers of the United States, These
stories are entirely falso. It should be remem-
bered that the Masine's crew were & composite
lot, conelsting of Englishmen, (iermans, negroos,
nnd Chinese, besides Americans,”

GILOOM IN WASHINGTON.

The Awrlul Disaster Lo tho Maine Fuls the Na-
tlon In Meurning—Fublic Husiness In Con
gresn gnd iy the Beparimenis at 8 Niand-
ssill—Pres) MeMinley 4 Necretary

not, Behor Galves, and the Secrolary-G |
Dr. Congosto should eall an Consul-General Lee
to express Lhoir condolences, and should also
cable to President McKioley thelr deep regret
ot tho cotastrophe.

The municipality of Havans also resolved to
participate in the funeral and to call ou Consul-
General Lee and inform him that the elty de-
sired Lo pay the axpenses of the funeral gnd the
entire cost of treating the wounded,

Tho military newspaper Liario del Ejercito |
publinbed to-day in mourning, All public spec-
tuoles have beon suspendod,

Gien, Blanco will assist at the funcral core-
munies,

All tho whurves nre crowded with people
cogor to hear tho latest nows. Many private
boals tre skimming over the waters of the bay
loaded with residents of the oity, all eagar to
seo and learn nll they can.

Un to this timo only elghteon bodies have
been recovered, and they have heen taken to
the Morgue,

Some of the bodies are badly mutilated, and
olbiers are badly burned,

e bodles that aro supposed 1o be on board
the vessol will hardly be recoverod on pocount
of the utier destruction of the battloship.

A speciul Judge hins been sppointed by the
local Goyernment to investigate the cause of
the disaster.

SPAIN'S CONDOLENUOES,
Yhe Government Ksprosses 1o Gon, Woodlford
lis Begret for the Untasirophe.

Special Cuble Deapareh to THE BUN.

Maonip, Feb, 16.—The followlog semi-official
note wus lssued thivevening:

“The noews of the disaster to the American
warship Meine has produced w palpful impres
sion In Madrid, It was st Arst fearod that the
catastrophe might be attributable Lo some rash
sct, Afterward, as the dotalls were reoeivad,
those fonrs wore dipsipated snd trensformod
into feelingy of eympathy and sorrow for the
misfortune,

“The Governmont bas expressed to United
Blates Minister Woodford its regret for Lhe
catusirophe, pspecially ln view uf Lhe fact Lhat
{4 ooourted in waters withio Bpain's jurisdle

tlon,
* An Admiral, in full uniform, Las called upen

Loug Allow ithe lmpression (e Go Akread
That They Hellave the Bisnster Pue o Ag-
cident, snd Dealrs the Feople to Suspend
Judgmeut Until the Facis Are Ascertalued.

WaABHINGTON, Feb, 16, —Washivglon ls In n
slate of painful excliement to-uight, The oty
has been all day a hotbed of startling reports
and sensational rumors,  Public business in
Congrens and in the Executive Departments
was nlmost at o slandatill becaugo of the nwiul
disaster lo the harbor of Havana which caused
the total loss of the buttleship Malno and the
doath of two of ber officers snd 254 of her crew,
Omelally the nation ls In wourning, and soclal
events scheduled to take place ab the White
House hove been ludelinitely postponsd, No
such appelling ovent of Lthe sea bas occurred
since her Majesty's battleship Victoris wassunk
o fow yoars ngo by her sister sbip, Lhe Campor-
down, In the Mediterranean, The commanding
ofMoer went down with bis ship, and 22 officers
and 836 sallors with bim,

The great disester fn the Hamoan barbor of
Apln In 1880, when three vessols of the Unlied
Btates Navy and three of the German Navy
wars wroecked and ffty-four American oflcers
and uen were lost, was wleo recalied today
when the news camo that the Malone had ooen
dostroyed, But both of these disssturs wereduo
to natural causcs, while that to the Maine is
shrauded in wystery. The Vieltoriu was peice:
fully perforwing evolutions whon sho recolyed
the blow thut wrought a greut lolv in bher bot.
tom wnd sunk her, nnd ut Samoa Lthe sloments
of wind and water crosled the havou, Nobody
in Washlogton yel knows what happenod st
Havans last nlght. 1o the Moditerrnnean and
at Apla, moreover, thero was no possible cause
of the aceldent beyond what was plainly dis
carplule &t the thwe, Iu the case of the de-
siroyed Malue, however, the susplelon of foul
play s upporsost ba the wind of every Amori-
can, sod seemalugly not witbout reason,

Technically the Maloe was In the harbor of
Hevans on a misslon of peaco Lo friendiy Gov.
ernment, As & wsiter of fact, she was thero
for she purpoese of protegting the lives and prop.
erty of American cliizens threatoned by the re-

Caru-Pod Plg Park, Voung, Tonder,
sud uuﬁuuu. s ooly kind used lu Deerfoot Farm Beu-
ualey sl ber
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poated riotous demonstrations of Spaniards, In-
flamed mgainst the people of the United States
bocauso of thelr aympathy with the peoble of
Cuba, who are struggling 6 be froa.  Tho veanel
was blown up In the dead of night by soe un-
soen force In some inaxplioable mamner. That
is all thal is known now and probably all that
will be known until the board of ingquiry ap-
pointed to-day makes Ita investigation and sub-
mits & report. In the meantime theories are
thick as antumn leaves,

Fow of the higher oMclals of the Administra-
tion and of the leaders in the Senate and House
nre willing to sdmit that they see tho evidence
of Spanish troachery in this tragedy that has
followed the long chain of dramabic inoldenta
connotted with the controversy betwoen Spain
and the United States over the Cuban guestion.
1o tholr henrts there (s grave foar and dark sus-
plelon, But the consequances of fastening tho
gullt upon Spalo would be 8o serious and the re
taliation so prompt and severs that they hesitate
to muke publie tho axlstence of thelr misglvings.
Prosident McKiuloy, therefore, has allowoed
the impression (o go abroad that he be-
lleves the calawity for which 1the ustion
mourns lo be due to an Inscrutablo
act of Providence, and his words are re-ochoed
by his Secretary of the Navy and other Cabinot
advisers. They would be only too mlad If they
felt thelr utlarances to be sincere. They desire,
above all things, to have the American public
suspend judgment untll the faols can Lo asoor
tained, If it shall be shown that the hand of
Providenco and not the band of man osused the
lamentable ovent that has seht a thrill of hor-
ror throughout the world, no one will he more
grateful than the Presidentof the United Biates,
It {tshallbo loarncd that the deod was caused
by & troacherous onemy of ©uba and of her
friend, the United States, then the vengeance af
tha Government will be swift and sure. The
Prosident bas taken the publio into his confl-
denoce by directing that all information shall be
glven fully to the newspapers as s0on as re-
celvod,

Congress has been held In cheok to-day by the
foroed conservatism and tranquiliity of the
Presldent and the Administestion officlals, In
the Senate and House the desire to take action
of some sort was almoat overpoworing, but the
good judgment of the ocooler heads prevalled,
and It was docided to aat in accordance with the
dosiros of the President and walt until the
truth comea to light,

Not aince that midsummer day, nearly seven-
teen yoars ago, when President Garfleld was
shot down by an assassin as be was ontering the
railway statlon in this <lty to start upon a haoli-
day Jaunt, has a public event eausad so much
borror and excitement as the early morning
deapatch from Capt, Sigsbes which the Presi-
dent and Secrotary of the Navy were awakeved
from a sound aleep to receive. The White House
and State, War and Navy bullding have been
crowded with cager, nuxious, and excited citi-
sens all day. There were no sconcs such as
vocurred at the Admiralty Oftlee in London
after the Victaria disaater, when relatives and
triends of officers and men of the ill-fated
battleship made distressing exhibitions of thelr
grief, but the space oulside the ofee of
Becrotary Long was frequontly packed solid
with people anxious to get the latest detalls.
Nearly every naval officer In Washington, In-
cluding a number on the rotired list, hurried to
the depariment for information about the fate
of friends on board the Maine. Not one of them
wan without some shipmate who was numbered
among the list of her aflcaras. A foew men who
hod brothers or sona or other relatives in
tho ¢row nsked for mews al the Hurcau of
Navigation, but
feeliug, Mrs. the .
mander, and Mre. Walnwright, the wife of
the executive officer of the Maine, had
been informed early in the morning that thelr
busbands ware safe. Holh women reside here.
I'hoy spient tho day at thelr homes receiving
cougratulntions from visitors. Telegraoms wore
sont by the Navy Department to the families of
ull officers, except those of Lleut. Jenkins and
Assistant Englneer Morritt, saylng that these
two were Lhe only officors missing. lugulries
catoo by telegraph from the familics of Jenkins
nnd Merritt, and the department was obliged to
sond the distressing nows that they wero re-
ported lost,

All work at the Navy Department except that
relnting to the Malne disaster was practically
suspended during the day. The oflicials and
elerks of the Bureau of Navigation were busy
enouch preparing lists of ofMcers and ¢rew, an-
swering despatches from those who hod rela-
tives and friends on the battleahip, and atiend-
jng to the many other matters which roguired
immeodiate consideration on account of the dis-
nster. In the other bureaus work was noarly st
a standstill. Everybody felt too uunnerved lo
attend to routine business, and the excitoment
in the corridors spread to the offico rooms. Of-
ficlals and employoes of the State and War de-
partments, located in the ssmeo bullling. were
not exempt from thoe general teeling aud joined
the crowds who waited for Information,

The exeitement in the corridora of the Binte,
Warand Novy bullding was not due eantirely to
tho terrible nature of the eatasirophe. It wos
based auito as wuch on the possibility that the
Maino'ndestruction would result in war betweon
Spain and the United States. Stlll it was not
talking crowd. There was an atmosphore of
nwe provailing, which effectually suppressed
any desire to fndulge in blatancy. The beauti-
ful wodel of the Malne, pluced in o glows cose
Just outside the door to the Secretary of the
Nuvy's oMoe, was the ceniral polot of gatber-
ing., Every detall of the ill-fated battleship as
shown in the wodel was examinod with hiter
est, Whenever a naval oMcer or some other
person familiar with the coustruction of the
ship would point out the position of the maga-
zlnes and the quarters occupied by the slaugh-
tered crew, the crowd would press closer, eager
to hoar overy word, An officinl walking through
the corridor, hurrledly roading a despatch just
recelved, would be surrounded by ourlous peo-
ple, who would attempt to soe what was in tho
wosssge. Thoy woant no ofenge—Intorest had
sluply overcome good mauners, Opcaslonally
word would cowe from the Bureau of Navigs-
tlon that there was a telegram from Capt. Slge-
bow, and the rush of newspaper men down thoe
porridor would be followed by o frantle move-
went o the snme direction by the scores of curl-
ous ones, who, If they were asked, could proba-
hly not explaln thelr presonce in the Navy De-
partment,

Ofeinl nows front Havans had beop comiug
inirregularvly sluce 2 o'clock this morning when
Capt, Bigebee's sl despateh was roceived, Sec-
rotary Long had buen up all nlght, Ho was at
the Whilte House before the President had his
broakfust, He spout the remalnder of the day
there and ot the Navy Departinest, Commnnder
Francis W, DMekios, the acting chilef of the Bu
reau of Nuvigution, had wob been wsleep since
the first notifcation of the catustroplio came.
Becrotary Long sud Commander Dicklus hind
decided early thut the bost way 1o wllay appre-
hension in the country was to give out the full
toxt uf all otticiul despatches, This proved to
be a wise policy, as it eMectively dlspused of some
wild reports that wore telegraphed from Wash-
ington,

Naturally the first inclination of everybody
win Lo believe that Spaunish treachery had
caused the destructon of the Malne, Capt.
Bigaboe bnd asked, bowever, In his esspge re-
porting the catasiropho that public opinlun be
suspendod until be could mako an investigation,
The President and Becretary Long recognized the
wisdom of this requost and seconded It heartily,
Later in the day both vxpressed Lhe opioion
that the exploslun which destroyed the Maino
was (ho result of an sceldenl. Mr, Long supple-
mgnted thls with a statemout that ho would
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affair, before coming toa definite conclusion.

OFFICIAL NEWS OQF THE DISASTER,

Tolograms from Capt. Rigebes and Comsul-Gans
eral Leo—951 Men Missing.

Wasnmixarox, Feb, 10,.—Summarised briofly,
the official naws conneoted with (he disaster (s
ws followa:

Two officors, Lieut. Friend W. Jenkins and
Asslatant Engluser Darwin i, Merrith, and 201
men are misaing and supp 1 to be dead; B9
enlisted men were wounded, and 24 offcara and
18 eullsted men wete uninjured. This after-
noon all the survivors, exoopt B ofMoers, s private
of warives, 1 gunner's mate, and 20 serioualy
wounded onlisted men wero sent to Koy Woat
by the ateamer Olivatie. 'The wounded will be
cared for in the Key Wost Marine Hospltal,

No detalls of the explosion wore glven Inany of
Capl Signboa’s despatohes. He nsked for lght-
house tenders o ronder asslstance In looking
after wreckage, and tho naval transport Fern,
the lighthouse tendor Mangrove and the const
survey steatwer Bacho were ordered from Kay
Waest to Havana, Surgeons went by these ves-

Aftor the list of suryivars was recolved lliile
additionnl information came and no fmportant
notion was taken by the Navy Department.
Secretary Long and Commander Dicken® went
1o thelr homes about 0 ¢'clock Lo get same sleop,
leaving ofMelal matters Ih charge of Lieut. T, H,
Whittelsey of the Navigation Bureauy, Lo whom
all mesangos ware sent tonight. Arrangewenis
wore wade by telegraph for quartoring Uthe
uninjured survivora at Kay West Barracks, and
the Sogrotary of the Treasury divooted that the
Marine Hospital there ba prepared for Lthe re-
coption of the injured, A telegram wos sont to
Admiral Bieard directing him to proveed from
the Dry Tortugas with a ship to werve
out cluthing neoded by the survivors. The
comimandant at Koy West was ordered to
purchase whatever was neoeded if the survivors
arrived beforo the Admiral. At 7:80 o'clock to-
night Liout, Whittelsey rocolved this message
from Capt. Sigsbos:

“Have sent overy ons excopl 9 offlcers, 1
private, 1 wgupner, 1 mate, and 25 seriously
wounded to Koy Weat by Olivette,"

The following telegram was recolved by the
Becretary of State from Consul-General Loe at
9 o'olock this evening:

sols, Hoorotary Long sent to Capt. Higaboe n
messnge of sympathy in behalf of Presidant
MoKinley and directed that no expense be
spared in caring for survivors and the bodies of
thodead. By direction of the President the
offielal recontions o ba held at the White Houss
te-night and to-morrow were postponed.

Just betore he went home from the Navy De-
partmont this afternoon Secretary Lang tele-
graphed Rear Admiral Sicard, commanding tho
North Atlantlo squadron at the Ihy Tortugns,
to appeint a board of offlcers to investigate the
oause of the catastrophe. Until the ropart of
the board has been recelved no mction in the
matter will bo taken by the Government. On
that report may d d the ti co of
friendly rolations between Bpain and the United
States.

At 9 o'clock this morning Capt. Sigsbee's first
telegram was deliversd to Bocreinry Long, It
sald:

“Maine blown up in Havana harbor, 9:40,
and destroyed. Many wounded, and doubtlesn
more killed and drowned., Woundoed and others
on board Spanish man-of-war aud Ward line
steameor. Sont lighthouse tenders from Key
Wast for erew and few pieces of equipwent still
above waler. Noone had other clothes than
those upon hine. Public eplnlon should be sus-
pondoed untll further report. All officern be-
lleved to Le saved. Jenkins and Merritt not
yet accounted for, Manpy Spanish officers, in-
cluding representatives af Gen, Blaneo, now
with me and express symnpathy.'

Secrotary Long lmmediately sent for Com-
mander Dickins, acting chiat of the Navigation
Bureau, and both remiained up for the rest of
the night. This telogram was sent by Secretary
Lang 1o Capt. Sigabea:

" Deopost sympathy and anxiety. We await
particulars and causo, Advise fully. Spare no
uffort (o relicve suffecora and learn facia”

Orders were nlso seut bafore daybreak to Com-

der Forsytih, indant of the Key Weat
naval station, and the three vessels named woro
despatched there hurriedly. The naval trans-
port Fern, under Commander Willlam 8. Coles,
left Key Wast by 5 o'clock, Hy 10 o'clock this
morniog despatches about the disaster came to
the Navy Dupartment at » rapid rate. Some
waere from Capt. Sigabee ungd gthors trom news-
paper correspondenta in Havana and from Con-
sulGeneral Lea. Gon: Loe sent this despatch to
the State Dopartwont:
_MAN gulek. G Aorrow expressad by pu-
thoritios. Bigs has telegraphed details to
Novy Department. Not yet prepared tareport
caune of explosionp,”

Nalhing about the cause of the exploalon was
wiven in any of thesp, aund It bocame evident
that vothilog could be ascertained by Capt, Sigs-
bee without a thorough Investigation. In arder
to Joso oo time In translating clpher mensages,
Secrotary Long dirceted Capt. Sigsbee to send
everything in plaln English, Admiral Sicard
was Informied of the terrible afair in o
tolegram from Capt.  Slgal o Comman-
der Forsyth, which was sonl 1o the Dry
Tortugns from Key West on the torpedo
bost Ericsson, A number of these telegrams
wero dellvored to Becretary Lang ot the White
House, where e spent woat of the moerning in
consultation with the Preshleni, Socretary
Goge, and AltorneyGeneral Griggs. They dis.
cumsed tho possibiilyy of Spanish treachery In
the loss of Lthe armorclad, but decided 1o follow
Cupt. Sigsbes's udyice to suspend Judgment un-
til the facts gan be ascertained.

It was after 12 o’clock before any accurate in-
formation about the loss of 1ife cume fram Capt,
Bigabee, The despatch was delivered o HSecre-
tary lopg at the White Houne, and Immedistely
made vublie, This is the despatoh:

" Advise sending wrocking vessel at once,
Maing aubmerged oxcont débris. Mostly work
for divers now, Joenkins and Merritt acill miss-
Ing. Little hope for their safoty, Those known
to be saved are: Oflcers, 24 uninjured, crew,
18; wounded, now on Ward line stemmer, in
ity boapitals and hotels, 88, o far as known.
All others went down on board or noar Lhe
Maine. Total loss or missing, 258. With sev-

oral exceptions, no officer or man has
more than part of o sult of clothing,
and that is wet with water, Ward steamer

leaven for Mexico ut # this afternnon. The offi-
cers saved are uninjured. Damoge was {n com-
partments of crew. Am preparing Lo telegraph
list of saved and wounded, Olivette leavos for
Koy West st 1 P. M, WIill send by her to Key
West officers saved excopt myself and Waln.
wright, Holman, Henneberger, Ray, ana Holden.
Will turn over throe uninjured bonts to Captain
of Port, with request for safo keoping, Wil
send all hujured moen to hiospital st Havana,"

About this time Secretury Long sent this tole-
gram:

* To Capl, Sipabes, Havawa :

* The President directs me Lo express for him-
welf und the people of the United States Lils pro-
found sympathy with the oMcers and crew of
the Muine, wnd desires thal no axpease be
spared In providing for the survivors and caring
for tho dead."

While Becretary Long waue nt (e White House
thero wore busy times nmong the oMclals aud
cwployves of the Burcau of Navigation, Clerks
were sl to work copylpg the roster of the
Mulne's oMoors aud crew for the lnformation of
the department and the prows. Othier clerks
were engaged In opening and readlog the scores
of telegraniy from anxious relutlves and frlionds,
The roster did not show the home asddresses of
the walisted men, and it was necossary 1o go
through tho fles ito obiain thle soud other ip-
formation about them, This was tedious work,
and was not completed until midulght, With
Lthe papers relabing to the services of every man
Is & sllp containing the name of the person
whom be wants W be lnformed In cage of death
or injury. 1t was necessary to Lrauscribo these
glips on the list of the crew, When the llst was
completed telegrams wore sent lo all Lbese
persons, telllng thewp of Lhe loss or safely of
those (v whoam they are congerned, Capl.
Bigsbee did not send & list eof the missing,
but contepted blmself with wveporting tLhe
names of all thosy who wre keown W be
uninjured or Iy w dod, These numbered
10), including 24 ofMlcers, out of & lotal comple:
ment of 304, Therosber of the Malue showed
that she bad 41 uMeers and Y47 men, bul there
bad beon some chauyes and the Lolal was re-
duced to the puwber given. One of the loaulr-
ors nboul those saved cate from Benator Haoua,
He had recelved s lelegram frow e constibuent
in Columwbus esking abour his sen, Alouso
Willls, apprentice boy. The name was found on
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F d sorrow expressed by Government
and municipal authorities, Copsuls of forelgn
nations, organized bodies of all sorta, and elti-
gons gonerally, Flags are at bulf-mast on Gov.
ernor-Gieneral's valace, on shipplng In har-
bor, and In  clty, Business  susponded
and theatres closed. Dead number about
200, OMeers’ quarters belng in roar and
seamen's forward, where exploafon took
place, sccounts for the greater popportionate
joss of sallors. Funeral to-morrow at 3 P, M,
OMoars Merritt and Jenkins still missing. Bop-
pose naval court of laquiry will be hald tons-
cortaln cause of exploskon. Should it be poussl-
ble, will ropress excltemeont and cnlmly awafit
decision,"’

CONGRESN STIRRED UM

AR,
Mut No Expresslon of Feellar Mado im Open
of .

Wasmixarox, Fob. 10, —Self-repression wan
tho dominant cheractoristic of members of Con-
gross to-day, and the persistency with which
oven the no-galled ' jingoes” of all parties In
both houses refrained from sayios anything
that would add to the exeltemont caused by the
nows of Lthe destruction of the battleship Malne
was at once reroarkablo and pralseworthy, In
tho open scssion of the Seonate ne referenco
whatover was madoe to the event, although it
was uppernioal In the minds of every momber of
the body. Tho disaster and its mysterious
features formed the xole toplo of conversation
iu the cloakrooms, on the fleor, and in the com-
mittee rooms, but not one word of the surprise,
Indignation, and bitternceas in the hearts of all
was roportod in the ofMcial procesdings, either
when the doors were open or durlng the hrief
executive sesslon. For some unexplalned rea-
gon the plind chaplain even, always roady to
refer to important events of the moment, did
not refer to the groat catastrophe in his invoca-
tion that followed Lhe ravping of Vice-President
Hobart's gavel,

At the House end of the Capitel the other
blind chaplain was more In touch with the news
of the day, and when Speaker Reed called the
Housa together ho raised his sightless eyos Lo
henven and offered up the following prayer:

*() Toou who hast shaped and gulded the
destiny of ournation through all the viclssitudes
of the past and made it groat, help us Lo emulate
& lélnl:l:;:. truly noble and patriotic in our

L toougnesy
exaiteth n Eim#iin'ﬁ‘:’umoh toany
pepple. That wemay maintain thedigolty ofour
past, make us zealous In every good work and
watchlul, knowing that vigilnnoe is the price of
Hberty, Comfort, we pray Thee, In Thine own
way, the relatives and friends of those who were
killed and wounded in that terrible disaster to
the warship Maine.”

Before the hour of meeting the Represonta-
tivea gathered in groups in the various rooms
and corridors and in the area before tho Bpeak-
er'sdesk and eagerly dlscussed the startling
despatches from Havann, just as the Senators
did at tho other end of the great bullding, Nine
of every ton members present in thoe Houso to-
day felt that there was grive cause for suapicion
in the manner o which the proud battleship
went down to her destruction, and many
of them did not hesitate to say so pnblicly and
emiphatically. The cause of the accident was
the pulny of discussion in the House, just as it
was in all portions of Lthe Capitol bullding, in the
oxecutive departments, in the hotels and on the
streets, in private houses, and in every hole and
carner of the capitol chty, Everybody was pro-
lifie of theorles, ana they will Increase rather
than diminish until the report of the voard np-
pointod to offlcially investigate the disaster
shall lift the vell of mystery and reveal the truo
cause of it nll,

The House Committes on Naval AMairs was
in session during the dny prepoaring the regular
Naval Appropriation bill. Its members wero in
constant communlieation with the Noavy Depart-
ment, sod recolved ofMlelal information as fast
ne It came, Just before the House adjourned,
Chairman Boutelle, st the direction of the com-
mittee, presented tho following resolution to the
House, and it was unanimously adopted:

That the Housc of Fepresentatives bad learned
with profound sorrow of the [great calamity which
has causeld the destruction of the United States lat-
tleslilp Matoe, the appalling Joss of more than 450
lves aud the wounding of muny others of the gallany
defenders of our flag. and that the Houke expresses
1ts sympathy for the lujured and Ite slpocere coudo-
lence with toe familiss of thoss who bave lost thelr
lives in the service of the natlon.

Before the resolution was put to a vote Mr,
Bailey of Texas (nguired if the Commitiee on
Naval Affairs was in poascesion of any informa-
tion an to the cause of tho disaster. In reply,
Chalrman Boutetle sald:

* Unfortuaately nothing as yet has bhecn
learned upon which a conclusion conld justly b
bascd, My personal opinion would not be of
value, but I will say that from all that has come
to iy knowledge reganding the sad affair 1 wm
fnclined 1o believe that It was of accidental
orlgin.'

Mr. Boutello's opinion is evidently vot sbared
by o majority of Copgressmon. although they
are controlled wore by thelr foelings than by
any direct information in thelr possession as
to the real cause of the explosion. But what
over the Congressmon ey think an to how (ko
disaster ovcurred, it was ovident during the
duy that they refrofned from taking action of
some sort on the Cuban guestion only by the
gonviction thet the public good would best be
aubxerved by remainiong silent until the Adinin-
fstration could Jesrnull tho facte, The fricuds
of Cuba in buth huusvs were like hounds Io
loush, and all felt that, whethor the Malne et
hop futo a8 the result of wechilent or deslyn, the
thine s Imwinent when the United States Gov-
erniont 1wust lotervenc in bebulfl of Cube
Libre,

In the faceol the now calamity Congress cu:
tirely lost sight of the controversy over Lhe
diswissnl of the Spauish Minister, Dupuy de
Lowme, sl seeuied to lose all intercst in e
further fact that the Secrethry of State wis
hourly expecting the forwal disuvowal by the
spanish Government of De Louio's slur on Fres
dont McKinley. Tho turther fact was appars

ently forgobten that both houses of Cone
gress  on  Mooday Japt  passed  resolus
tlons calling  for the Cubian  correspon-

donce on fle in the Biate Department, and
that the documients are nuw being prepared
with & vlew 1o sending wll o a portion of Lhew
to the Sennte wnd House, The lmportance of
the publication of this correspondence, which
will undoubledly startle tho country with its
rovelations of the situation of the starving re-
concentrados aud the testimony of Cousuls

gl tao abjoct failure of Bpahlsh wulene
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pointed by Admiral Sleard to Investigate the | diately informed Lho worriod paront. awful vossibilily thay Spalm  has  shown

its hatred of ¥ho United Heates by an sob
of treachery unigue In the annals of etime,
In the opinlon of many of Lhe eoolest
hands in Congross tho publiontiun of this corres
spondence on fllo at the Siate Departnont will
briog about the immediats passnge of wn aok
recognizing belligerenayr, with a consequens
declaration of war: and the sentiment is unand
mous Lhat It Hpaln shonld be found responalble
for tho disaster to the battleship a doclaration
of war could not be delayed s duy,

Senator Hale of Maine, Chatrinan of the Come
wittee on Naval Affalrs, and the most proe
nouncod pro-¥panish man in the Senate, had
this to say: ]

“Thero ia vo oocanion for Congross to take the
matter up. Surely mometblog should be left to
the Executive Dapartiment, and this is ons of
the things which. in my opinlon, should ba so
loft. Tt s of course lmpousible, from the (nfer
mation recelved, to say how the accldent po-
currod, but I fecl confident that the tacls when
developed will show that It was an accldent.
The Malno was, of course, prepared for action
In case action wshould be necessary, and
had therefore many vuloerable points oxposgd.
A battleship fa lttle less than a voleano under
the most favorable cirowmstances, and whon
lagislating for the increass of tho navy I always
foel that & war vessel muy prove to bo almost ae
dangerous to Lhoss on board as to those whom It
might engage Io hostlle conflict. For this roa-
505 I am sure the affair In Havana harbor will
prove a genulne sonsation in naval olrolos,
asldo from any political aspect of iL"

The HSenntor expreased the opinlon that Cone-
groas would take steps to prevent the decronse
of the bavy, but did not undertnko to say that
thure would bo immedinte efforts Lo replace the
Mnine. He sald that whatovar could have
caused the catastropbo he was sure that ne
friond of Spain could bave been guilly of such
conduct, for the reason that the act would have
been a very foolish and foolhardy ono.

Senutor Morgan, the ranking Democrat on the
Forelgn Relatlons Commlttee, secs in the de-
struction of the Maine the necessity for mare
battleships at once. Hosald:

*In tho absence of definite information sy te
tho causos and results of the Malnoe catastrophe,
I would not venture an opinlon upon it. If (b
was an accldent, an the first despatchos poam
to [ndieate, it was most doplorable; If was due
Lo treachery, ns some are Inclined to baliove, it
was most helmour, and no pennlty would be
too sovere for those responsible for it.
But whether the ocalamity was due to
agcident or treachery, I should like to see intro-
duced in Congress Lo-dsy a jolnt resolution pro-
viding for the Immediate construction of two
battleahips equal n size and equipment to the
Maine, and costing not a dollar less than the {11
fated Maino cost, That resolution I would have
passed by both branches of Congress to-day,
Such a response as that to last night's calamity
in the harbor of Havana. whether it was
due to accldent or treachery, Is the ane
to make In tho circumstances. One of thess
vessels should bo conatructed on the Atlantie
and the other on the Pacifie coast, and there
should not be the slightest delay in their build-
fog. Action of that kind by us wonld indicate
to the world that whenever or wheraver one of
onr tentacles was cut off two would at once
grow in {ts place,

“1donotears to comment upon the matter
until T am in posaession of tho partigulara. It is
too serious n problem to bo dealt with by wild
guesaing and spoculation. It seems almost out
of the question that it was the result of an acpl-
dent. Is it usupl for a ship of the Maine class to
carry her magorines inher bow. where the ax-
vlosion seems to have occurred | But1 can say
nothing of thut now, 1 cannot guess and cans
not speculate. It {s an awful calamity. Let us
await the particulars."

Scnator Mills of Texas was empbatic in ex-
vresaing the opinion that the explosion was not
due to seeldent. "1 would not say,” he sald,
“that the Spanish were respousiole for it, bus
some one must have been who had froe access
to the waters of the bay. 1 don't think it eould
have been due to an aceident, and I think Con-
gress should immediately tnke tho malter up for
& thorough Investigation. If tho vessel had
gone into Havana harbor in thoe of hostilities
botween this couniry and Spain, precautions
would. of course, have been tuken, but there
was no more reason to oxpect anything of the
kind thero than thero would be in one of our
own harboru. Yes, we shduld probe the mattor
to the bottom."

Senator Money of Migsissippi, who spent sev-
eral weoks in Cubn on a tour of investigntion a
short tinme ago, and who Is familinr with the
harbor of Huvano, made the statement that he
knew the barbor to be full of torpedocs, and he
thinks ono of thew may have bern exploded by
nccident or otherwise.

Bpeaker Iteed, Chairman Hitt of the Commits
teo on Forelgn AMairs, and Chalrman Dingley,
the Itepubllcan leader, would express no
opinion, ns thoy cdeemed it best, all things cone
slderod. to adopt tho wnggestion of Capt, Sige-
beo and suspend judgment untll all the facts
are known,

0 DISMANTLE THE MAINE.

The Merritt Wrecking Company Dirccted e
Send Vossels (e Havaun.

WasHiNGToN, Feb, 16,—The Merritt Wreck-
log Company was directed to-day to send vessols
to Havana for the purpose of performing the
preliminary work of saving property purtaining
to the Maine. Several telegrams wera recelvod
by Becrotary Long this afternoon and to-night
from wrocking companies desiring to contrack
for ralsing the sunken battioahip, It is belleved
generally by naval officers In Washington that
tho proposition to raise the Maine Is quite
feasible, unless the dawage to her bhull ghall
prove Lo be very extenslye, Judging from the
description contained in charis at the Navy
Departaent, the battlesbip is lyiog ooly in
sboul six fathowas of water. 1'robably no vessel
of the welght of the Malue was ever raised. It s
possible, however, o lighten the ship materl-
ally by removiog ber heavy guns and appur-
tenauces of the deck and bold, It it should be
found lwpossible to ralge e abip, she could
still be thorgughly dismantiod of wateriale
worth seversl bundred thousand dollars,

THE DISASTER,

CAUSE OF

Many Thearies SAdvanced, but Nome Snval Bue
perts Melleve Kt Wak an Aceldont.

Wastinaras, Feb, 10,~Thoarles as to how
the Maine met her fate camo with a vush afler
the first shock bad worn away, Kverybody who
tiad read the nccounts in the newspaper cxtras
bnd some views to express. Those of naval
oMcers, familiar with the construction of
the Maine and the precautlons observed
on shipboard 1o prevent aceldents, are of
courae the wost valuable, A majority of those
oificers with whum Tk SN roporter telked
wnid they believed that the explosion cnme from
within snd unot from without the slip, but &
number were of the opinion that the disaser
wiis not the result of an accident. Hoth Presle
dent McKinley and secretpry Long are inulined
tu support the aceident theory, and thelr views
wore expressed by the Secretary inthis stator
ment In unswor to THE SUs reporior’'s questiond

“Cupt, Slgwbee bus not yel aubmittod & ree
port ar to the cause of the disaster, wnil gs he
dous not express himwel, I skuuid ot The in-
dicat/ons nre that the Malug's fate was dus o
soeldent, which resulted 1o Lthe expiosion of the
forward magaeine. Capt. ('Nuill, the Chief of
Ordnsnoe, supports this liea.”

None of the offficers whio beliove that the Majns
tiet with foul play will aliow themseives 1o bha
guoled to that effect. They say it wonld not be
proper for them Lo express such opinjons in
thy public press, The wost consorvative sald
thoy would prefor to wall, bofure coming
W & conclusion, for Lhe reporis made

.




